He refuses to ieave 


JFK-King panel's 
staff chief fired 


BySETHKANTOR 

News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The $39,6i}0-a-year staff 
director of an embattled congressional commit- 
tee was fired abruptly yesterday afternoon and 
ordered out of his Capitol Hill office. 

But he refused to go and, within hours, was 
told by other committee members to stay put. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., newly 
named chairman of the House Assassinations 
Committee, fired the committee’s chief counsel 
and staff director, Richard A. Sprague, charg- 
ing him with “deceitful and devisive conduct.” 

Gonzalez's action came in the midst of a 
fierce power struggle for control of the commit- 
tee authorized to investigate the deaths of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King 

Gonzalez issued his order at 3 p.m. yesterday 
and told Sprague to be gone from his office, with 
all his personal possessions, by S p.m. 

But Walter Fauntroy, District of Columbia 
delegate and chairman of the subcommittee 
investigating the King assassination, contacted 
other members of the committee, who were out 
of town for the Lincoln’s Birthday recess, and 
obtained approval of a letter telling Sprague to 


disregard Gonzalez* order. The letter said Gon- 
zalez had acted illegally. 

At the next meeting of the committee Wednes- 
day morning, a move may occur to oust Gon- 
zalez as chairman. 

Gonzalez sent a hand-delivered “your 
services are no longer required” letter to 
Sprague. At the same time, he dispatched no- 
tices of the firing to the Capitol Hill offices of the 
other members of the committee. 

“This action has been made necessary by the 
intolerable conduct of Mr. Sprague,” Gonzalez 
wrote to his colleagues, “He persists in a calcu- 
lated course of deceitful and divisive conduct, 

“He has been untruthful in statements to the 
committee staff, deceitful with me, and has by a 
variety of actions created a situation in which 
the committee must choose between him and it- 
self.” 

Gonzalez was named chairman of the Assassi- 
nations Committee last week, when the House 
tentatively and grudgingly authorized the com- 
mittee to exist until March 31, when a fresh look 
at it is to be taken. 

The committee was formed temporarily in 
September, shortly before the 94th Congress ad- 
journed. Sprague was named staff director then 
by the committee's organizational chairman. 


Rep. Thomas N. Downing, D-Va., who retired 
from Congress at the start or this year. 

Until Gonzalez took over Feb. 2, Sprague con- 
trolled all staff functions. He hired 72 people, 
mapped out a $6.5-mil]ion-a-year operating 
budget and told members of Congress how he 
i n te n d ed to r u n the p robes . 

The showdown between Sprague and Gon- 
zaiez began to emerge almost immediately after 
Gonzalez was named chairman and the House 
voted to limit funding for the committee to $84 - 
000 a month, through March. 

Gonzalez instructed Sprague to begin laying 
off staff members but Sprague refused, in a 
grim encounter between the two men in Gon- 
zalez s office early this week, two witnesses 
said. 

Gonzalez said that, unless Sprague cut the 
staff, the committee couldn’t even afford sta- 
tionery and couldn’t do any investigating 
But Sprague held firm and, in a pair of closed 
committee sessions Monday and' Tuesday — 
Gonzalez described the sessions as “informal” 

— the committee voted to back Sprague and not 
order staff reductions. 

Gonzalez charged Sprague- had been absent 
from Capitol Hill tending to private out-of-town 
law business. Detroit hews 



